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Degree: International Relations
Plan: 2009
Academic Course: 2025-2026

Lecturer: Nigel Townson.
Office 2603, 2" floor.
Tel.: 91 394 2789.

Tutorials:

Any doubts or questions regarding the subject can be resolved either in
class or by means of a tutorial, which can be requested via email:
ntownson(@cps.ucm.es

Tutorial session: Tuesdays 17.30.-18.30.

Student Card:

All students should hand in their student cards for this subject by 30
January 2026.

Campus Virtual:

All the materials for the course will be made available via Moodle. You
will need an UCM email to access the Campus Virtual.
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THEMES:
1) THE NATIVE AMERICANS: PAST AND PRESENT
2) COLONISATION: THE CLASH OF CULTURES
3) THE CONSTITUTION: YESTERDAY AND TODAY

4) ‘MANIFEST DESTINY” AND THE CIVIL WAR: THE LEGACY
OF RACISM

5) THE SECOND INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND THE
EMERGENCE OF A WORLD POWER

6) THE FIRST WORLD WAR, THE ‘RED SCARE’ AND RACISM
7) THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL

8) THE SECOND WORLD WAR,THE END OF ISOLATION AND
THE COLD WAR

9) THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, THE FEMINIST
MOVEMENT AND THE VIETNAM WAR

10) NEO-LIBERALISM AND AMERICA TODAY: THE TRUMP
REVOLUTION, THE #METOO MOVEMENT, THE ‘ROBBED’
ELECTION OF 2020 AND AMERICA TODAY

SUBJECT ASSESSMENT:

1. Attendance and Participation: 30%.

2. Seminars: 30%. This will be assessed by means of a brief essay
(1,500 words maximum) on one of the seminar questions.

3. Final Test: 40% of the final mark. The pass mark is 5 out of 10. The
final test will consist of answers to questions on the units which make
up the programme.

Students who fail the subject will have the opportunity to resubmit their
work in June. Their marks for attendance/participation and the seminars
will be retained, if any. The criteria by which a piece of work will be
judged are the following:



Assessment Criteria

Organisation & coherence of answer

Balance & coverage of the different parts of
the question

Grasp of relevant ideas/concepts

Breadth of relevant reading

Analysis: evidence of critical ability

Effective use of examples to illustrate and
justify the thesis
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